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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Riverdale City Council held Tuesday, September 18, 2007 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Riverdale Civic Center, 4600 South Weber River Drive.      
 
Members Present: Bruce Burrows, Mayor  
   David Gibby, Councilor 
   Stacey Haws, Councilor 

Gary Griffiths, Councilor 
Shelly Jenkins, Councilor 
Doug Peterson, Councilor 

 
Others Present: Larry Hansen, Chief Administrative Officer; Steve Brooks, City Attorney; Randy 

Daily, Community Development Director; Lynn Moulding, Public Works Director; 
Lynn Fortie, Business Administrator; Dave Hansen, Police Chief; Chris Stone, 
Business Administration; Marilyn Hansen, City Recorder; other city staff and 5 
citizens. 

 
A. Welcome & Roll Call  
Mayor Burrows called the meeting to order and welcomed all those present.   
 
B.  Pledge of Allegiance 
Councilor Haws offered the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Burrows read a quote from John Adams. 
 
C. Moment of Silence 
Mayor Burrow’s quote was followed by a Moment of Silence. 
 
D. Open Communications
Emily Frandsen spoke regarding the fence ordinance on corner lots.  She stated that they live on 1000 
West and 4400 South and that their home sits back 85 feet.  She would like to put up a fence on their 
side yard, as they were told that a sidewalk may be put in during the Spring of next year.  She explained 
that there are no sight triangle issues with her property and feels that they should be allowed to put in a 6 
foot fence to protect their children.   
 
E. Presentations and Reports   
1. Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Burrows reported that North Ogden Mayor Harrop’s wife recently passed away while they were 
on vacation and expressed his condolences to the Harrop family.  He stated that the annual City Council 
schedule indicates that the next City Council meeting would be held on Wednesday, October 3, 2007 
due to the scheduled Primary elections.  He indicated that because the Primary elections were moved to 
September 11, 2007, that the next City Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 2, 2007.  
Mayor Burrows reported that J. C. Penney will have a soft opening at the end of this month but the 
official Grand Opening will be held October 5th at 8:45 a.m.   
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2. Administrator’s Report 
 a. Department Information 
Larry Hansen discussed the report.   
 

1. Website Update 
Chris Stone gave a brief overview of the updates and changes to the City’s web-site.  He 
indicated that he focused on three areas:  1) design of the site, 2) functionality, and 3) content.  
He stated that the new design was launched in March of 2007 and that functionality has 
increased with the new design and several drop down menus.  Mr. Stone reported that he is 
getting close to being able to provide an on-line payment option.  This could be used for utility 
payments, court fines, business license fees and recreation fees.  He also indicated that he is 
working on making the forms interactive.  Mayor Burrows reported that the old site had links to 
Weber County and the State and asked if those could be added.  Mr. Stone stated that they are 
still there, they are just no longer accessible from the home page.  Councilor Peterson inquired if 
statistics are kept of how many hits the web-site receives and how many are unique visitors.  He 
also inquired as to which pages receive the most hits so that quick links can be added for those 
pages.  Mr. Stone reported that he does get reports and will try to see if he can get the 
information that Council Peterson inquired about. 
 

 b. Employee Recognition 
Larry Hansen recognized the following employees whose anniversary date falls in the month of 
September.  
 

Employee Length of Service Department 
Sherri Boyington 8 years Community Services 
Karen Dille 8 years Community Services 
Frank White 5 years Crossing Guard 
Colleen Winget 4 years Community Services 

 
 c. Staffing Authorization Plan 

Mr. Hansen discussed the report and noted that the city is still operating under authorization.   
 

3. Open Meeting Training 
Marilyn Hansen provided training on the Open and Public Meetings Act based on a DVD from the 
Utah League of Cities that was given by David Church, Legal Council for the League, in April 2007. 
 

4. Recorder’s Report (Review status of Council requested follow-up items) 
Councilor Jenkins stated she felt that the item regarding the Sign Ordinance had been on the report 
for two years and wondered how close it was to being finalized.  Randy Daily reported that a new 
sign ordinance has been created and been reviewed by Mr. Brooks and himself.  He explained that it 
is his opinion that this new sign ordinance doesn’t fit Riverdale and that the current ordinance works 
better.  He stated that he would like to simplify the new sign ordinance, but that if the Council wants 
the current ordinance changed, based on what is going to happen on Riverdale Road, he could do 
that.  Councilor Jenkins stated that the new sign ordinance was discussed because Riverdale Road 
will be reconstructed and will necessitate that some signs will need to be moved and that she hoped 
the new sign ordinance would address that.  She stated that the bottom line is the uniformity of signs 
and what to do with those signs that will need to be moved.  Mayor Burrows asked for consensus to 
see the sign ordinance item on a City Council agenda.  Councilor Jenkins stated that the item doesn’t 
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need to be on a City Council agenda and is fine on the Recorder’s Report for now.  Mayor Burrows 
asked for consensus to revisit the sign ordinance through the Planning Commission.  
Consensus was not reached.  Councilor Haws reported that this was something that was discussed 
when the position of Planner was created and that this issue was specifically to be dealt with.  He 
reported that he thought there was concern from Community Development to have the sign 
ordinance updated prior to the rebuild of Riverdale Road and that is why it was put on the 
Recorder’s Report.  Mayor Burrows asked staff to revisit the sign ordinance and make sure that they 
are taking all of these things into consideration and make a recommendation to the Council at their 
next meeting.  Mr. Daily replied that Councilor Haws is correct but that he would like to simplify 
this ordinance and not make it more complicated.   
 

F. Consent Items 
1. Approval of meeting minutes from:  

September 4, 2007 Council Work Session 
September 4, 2007 Regular City Council 
 

2. Report on Condition of the Treasury for the month ending August 31, 2007. 
Lynn Fortie reported that for the month ending August 31 2007 the City received $55,000 in Class C 
road funds.  He stated that they expended $10,000 for sidewalk replacement in the Streets 
Department and that Community Services spent $14,000 for fireworks.  $19,000 was used to refinish 
the gym floor from Capital Projects and $68,000 to Post Construction for work on 700 West.  The 
Motor Pool fund expended $47,000 for two pick-up trucks for the Police Department and $7,500 
was spent for lights, radio and a winch for the brush truck. 

 
Motion: Councilor Gibby moved to approve consent items.  Councilor Peterson seconded the 

motion. 
 
Call the Question  
The motion passed unanimously.  

 
G. Action Items 
1. Consideration of accepting the Canvass of the Riverdale Primary Municipal election as official 

and declaring the individuals with the highest vote totals as nominated. 
Marilyn Hansen reported that Weber County counted the votes from the September 11, 2007 
Municipal Primary election and sent her the results.  The results indicated that there were 3,065 
registered voters in Riverdale and that 520 cards were cast with a total of 1,496 votes cast.  She 
requested that the Mayor and City Council act as the Board of Canvassers and accept the results as 
official and declare the six individuals who received the highest number of votes as nominated.  
Those individuals are: Alan Arnold, Norman Baker, David D. Gibby, Stacey E. Haws, Don Hunt and 
Shelly Jenkins. 

 
Motion: Councilor Gibby moved to accept the Canvass as official and declare the highest vote 

getters, certified to the final election.  Councilor Peterson seconded the motion.   
 

Call the Question  
Roll Call Vote: The motion passed unanimously.  
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2. Discussion regarding Riverdale Code, Section 10-14-7 Fence Height, Obstruction of View. 
Mayor Burrows reported that this item is on the agenda for discussion and see if the Council wants 
to make a decision to send it back to the Planning Commission for reconsideration or not.  Randy 
Daily stated that it is his desire to get the Council’s approval to take this item back to the Planning 
Commission to re-review the fence ordinance and make some amendments to it concerning corner 
lots.  Councilor Gibby stated that they have spent a lot of time in the past discussing fencing and is 
not happy with the ordinance as it is.  He thinks that they are over regulating fences and wants to see 
it revisited.  Councilor Jenkins stated that the original motion on the fence ordinance stated that they 
would get an inventory of fences that were grandfathered in because they were considered to have 
safety issues.  She reported that she has never seen that inventory and stated that the changes made 
to the ordinance are more lenient than they were.  She stated that there is a problem allowing a fence 
to come to the sidewalk on an interior lot because then the neighbor’s line of site is impaired and 
they would not have the ability to put in an RV pad.  Councilor Haws reported that the last time this 
came up he tried to get agreement to remove most of the restrictive language and that no one agreed 
with him at that time.  He stated that the Executive Summary outlines safety concerns as to why the 
City should regulate fences, but feels that the existing code is mainly trying to regulate aesthetics.  
He stated that he thinks that they should send this back to the Planning Commission and have them 
come back with an ordinance that only addresses the site triangles for City right-of-ways and not 
aesthetics.  Mr. Daily replied that the only aesthetic portion of the ordinance is placement and height 
of a fence.   

 
Motion: Councilor Gibby made a motion to have the Planning Commission look at the fence 

ordinance.  Councilor Peterson seconded the motion.   
 

Councilor Peterson stated that as he looks at the e-mails from URMMA from June 2004, it is 
discussing the height restriction and doesn’t think our objective should be who has liability, but 
looking at the public safety issue.  Councilor Haws noted that this ordinance has been through the 
Planning Commission twice and that both times they voted not to recommend any changes to the 
original ordinance.  He thinks that the Council ought to tell them exactly what they want and plan to 
pass.  Mayor Burrows stated that telling the Planning Commission what the City Council will pass or 
not is incorrect.   

 
Call the Question  
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Gibby, Yes; Councilor Jenkins, No; Councilor Haws, Yes; Councilor 
Peterson, Yes; Councilor Griffiths, Yes.  The motion passed with four in favor and one opposed. 
 

3. Consideration of Ordinance 690 splitting a single lot into a three lot subdivision located at 
approximately 627 West Riverdale Road. 
Randy Daily reported that this item is to allow the recording of what has been previously approved 
for Les Schwab, Ken Garff and the City trail property. 

 
Motion: Councilor Gibby moved to approve ordinance 690 splitting a single lot and creating a 

three lot subdivision located at approximately 627 West Riverdale Road in the City of 
Riverdale, providing for severability and an effective date.  Councilor Peterson seconded 
the motion. 

 
Call the Question  
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Roll Call Vote: Councilor Jenkins, Yes; Councilor Haws, Yes; Councilor Peterson, Yes; Councilor 
Griffiths, Yes; Councilor Gibby, Yes.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

4. Consideration of Resolution 2007-38 requesting the Recertification of the Riverdale Justice 
Court. 
Steve Brooks reported that every four years the City is required to recertify with the State for the 
Justice Court.  He explained that he is required to provide the Mayor and Council with a letter 
indicating where the court is in compliance and reported that they are in compliance with everything.   
 
Motion: Councilor Gibby moved to approve Resolution 2007-38 requesting recertification of the 

Riverdale City Justice Court.  Councilor Peterson seconded the motion. 
 
Call the Question  
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Haws, Yes; Councilor Peterson, Yes; Councilor Griffiths, Yes; Councilor 
Gibby, Yes; Councilor Jenkins, Yes.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. Consideration of Resolution 2007-39 amending the Consolidated Fee Schedule (Large meter 
Residential Rates). 
Lynn Moulding stated that this request came about from the changes that were recently made in the 
Consolidated Fee schedule when they failed to realize that there are two meters that are truly 
residential in nature that were put into the commercial category.  He requested this change to allow 
the City to bill these units at a large meter residential rate and not at the commercial rate. 

 
Councilor Gibby inquired if Mr. Moulding has looked at other cities and if Riverdale is within the 
parameters with their large meter residential rate.  Mr. Moulding replied that he had and that these 
rates are very reasonable.  He stated that the residential large meter rates are the same as they would 
have been if both the commercial rate and the res-com rate was kept.  Councilor Haws inquired what 
the difference is between the large meter residential rate and the commercial rate.  Mr. Moulding 
replied that it eliminates the upper tier of anything over 20,000 gallons.  Councilor Haws asked why 
we didn’t simply scale the residential rate.  Mr. Moulding replied he could do but it would get more 
complicated in the future if there are more users in this category as he would need to keep track of 
empty units and not charge for them.  Councilor Haws inquired if they would charge the meter 
owner.  Mr. Moulding stated that it could be done that way and the only variable would be the cost to 
water landscaping.  Councilor Peterson inquired how a duplex or fourplex is currently billed.   Mr. 
Moulding replied that anything smaller than a sixplex is treated at residential rate and based on meter 
size.  Councilor Haws stated that Mr. Moulding may want to reconsider that as well.  He suggested 
that they should scale the rate based on the number of residences.  Councilor Gibby stated that he 
would like to see the difference and impact of the different options.  Mayor Burrows asked Mr. 
Moulding to bring this item back with those variables.  Mayor Burrows asked for consensus to 
consider these other options before implementing this change to the Consolidated Fee 
Schedule.  Consensus was reached.   

 
6. a. Consideration of adjournment into Closed Executive Session for the purpose of strategy 

sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation pursuant to Utah Code 52-4-
205(1)(c). 

 b. Consideration of action regarding pending or reasonably imminent litigation. 

Mayor Burrows stated that this item has been withdrawn. 
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H. Discretionary Items 
Councilor Jenkins gave an update on banning smoking in parks and trails.  She stated that she checked 
with the County and they are taking the lead on this and did a survey in Riverdale.  She reported that 
they want to come the October 2nd Council meeting to do a presentation.  She requested permission to 
turn over the four sample ordinances regarding this issue that she received at the Utah League of Cities 
and Towns meeting.  Mayor Burrows stated that she can turn over the sample ordinances to Mr. Brooks.  
He reported that he and the other mayors have been working on this issue for the last 2-3 months.  He 
explained that it is his understanding that the health dept is taking the lead and working on an ordinance 
that is county-wide.  Councilor Jenkins reported that her understanding is that the health department is 
allowing cities to tailor their ordinances to fit their needs.   
 
Councilor Haws stated that he was wondering why the Design Review Committee allowed the Les 
Schwab building to be painted, as it was his understanding that the City is not allowing painted 
buildings.  He asked if the painting of the building was just an unnecessary obstacle to development.  
Randy Daily reported that the Council received the color renderings when this was approved and that the 
Design Review meeting was held prior to that.  He stated that Les Schwab came to the City prior to 
purchasing the property and said they would not buy the property if they couldn’t have their colors.  He 
explained that they submitted the color, elevation, and material palette to the Design Review Committee 
and they felt it was in the best interest of the City to demolish the building and allow them to build their 
prototypical building.  Mr. Daily reported that the Design Review Committee decided to require that Les 
Schwab re-paint their building every three years.  Councilor Haws stated that he looked at the meeting 
minutes where they approved the final site plan and there was no discussion about the color palette.  Mr. 
Daily explained that Riverdale City ordinances don’t prohibit painting a building in Riverdale.  He 
stated that they felt it was the best thing for the City, to get rid of an old blighted building and allow 
them to paint it.   
 
I. Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Council at this time, Councilor Gibby moved to adjourn the 
meeting.  Councilor Peterson seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting 
adjourned at approximately 7:38 p.m. 
 
Attest:       Approved:    October 2, 2007 
 
 
_____________________________                          _________________________________ 
Marilyn Hansen, City Recorder   Bruce Burrows, Mayor  
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